ABSTRACT: The way in which the Czech public learned about exotic countries at the end of the 19 th and 20 th centuries was dependent above all on the ability of travellers to convey their experience in literary form, as travelogue, or to communicate their experiences directly -in lecture form. From the 1890s lectures were accompanied by the projection of slides. One of the best-known travellers, and an excellent lecturer, was Enrique Stanko Vráz (1860-1932). The Náprstek Museum holds an extensive collection of glass slides from his estate. Vráz filled the periods in between his various world travels with intensive lecture activity, and the themes of his lectures grew wider with the increasing number of journeys he undertook. Information gained from Vráz's lectures had a marked effect on the outlook of broad swathes of the population of the Czech lands on the life and cultures of non-European areas.
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Travelling has a long history in the Czech lands, but the second half of the 19 th and the early 20 th centuries may be called the golden age of travel. It was the result of the rapid social, political and economic development that had been taking place in the Czech lands from the 1860s. Attemps by Czech society to free itself from the influence of the centrally-directed Austro-Hungarian monarchy met with alternating successes and failures. The Czech lands were a province of Austro-Hungary and did not achieve independence until the empire was broken up as a result of the First World War, in 1918.
It is remarkable that, despite initial lack of political success, such remarkable economic and cultural results were achieved in the Czech lands. This exciting period led to the growth of a number of personalities who left deep traces in Czech culture. People who had seen the world and were willing to share their experiences were taken very seriously by the Czech society of the time. Czech society also had a great interest in finding out as much as possible, including about far-off countries.
The second half of the 19 th century and the start of the 20 th century was the heyday of the most famous Czech travellers, such as Emil Holub, Josef Kořenský, Enrique Stanko Vráz and Alberto Vojtěch Frič.
Their travels to far-off, often unexplored countries, whether motivated by a simple desire for adventure or a noble desire to enlighten and educate, always bore fruit either in literary form (travel books and articles in newspapers and magazines, often extremely comprehensive) or in the form of lecture activity.
There are several types of travel writing, ranging from writing that is poetically free, imaginative and adventurous, to credible reports and descriptions of countries and events. By the 19 th century the second type of travel writing was beginning to dominate. It was meant to teach and to expand readers' knowledge of the surrounding world. In addition to colourful descriptions of far-off foreign lands and nations, these travelogues were also accompanied to a greater or lesser extent by the author's own experiences and various other anecdotes. They were more popular than were geographical, natural science and historical textbooks, because the author's personal approach meant they were written in a more interesting and engaging way.
However, the most effective way of presenting non-European ethnic groups and their way of life and culture consisted of lectures.
Travel lectures formed an integral part of the social and cultural life of the period, and were a phenomenon that was extremely popular and in demand. The immediate contact between traveller and audience enabled lively and flexible discussion, and added to the interest of the information conveyed. The trend was widespread in the United States and in Europe -above all in England and Germany, where great attention was paid to the standard of the lectures.
Before long, travellers began to supplement their accounts by projecting "light pictures", the generally-accepted designation at the time for the projection of glass slides, either black and white or, ever more frequently, coloured.
This was the socio-cultural environment into which Enrique Stanko Vráz (1860-1932) slipped easily and victoriously.
Vráz's life and activity have been the subject of several studies, although we still do not know his real name, date and place of birth. He himself stated that he was born on 18 April 1860 in Tarnovo, Bulgaria. This date and place of birth is the one that was used by the Masaryk encyclopedia, so we shall consider it common currency and leave Vráz's origin to one side.
Enrique Stanko Vráz then emerges as a complete personality when in 1891 he sent, from Venezuela, his well-known and oft-quoted letter to Vojta Náprstek, introducing himself (Vrázová 1937: 82-84) . In 1894 he finally visited Prague. He met Náprstek, and organised an exhibition of ethnographic objects in Náprstek's house from March to May, followed by an exhibition of live animals in the exhibition room at Na Perštýně. However, unfavourable circumstances (his illness, Náprstek's death) meant his first public lecture in the Czech lands did not take place until November that year. He did, however, already have experience of lecture activity -during his third stay in the Canary Islands, from September 1888 to June 1889, he held his first lectures in Spanish in the towns of La Laguna and Santa Cruz de Tenerife, on the subject of his travels around west Africa nd his experiences from the Gold Coast (modern-day Ghana).
Vráz delivered his first lecture in the Czech lands on 26 November1894 in the Žofín Hall, at the insistence of his friends from the Natural Sciences Club. It was apparently the only lecture that he prepared in written form, but in the end he did not use his written text, speaking instead impromptu, enthusiastically and evocatively. He gave the impression of a charismatic figure of great charm, and the listening Praguers were blown away by the lecture. He also gained admiration and recognition among natural scientists and in the Náprstek circle. In her book of reminiscences of her father, Vlasta Vrázová describes it thus: (Vrázová 1937: 149-150 ).
However, several years passed before Vráz resolved to publish his first book. It was a collection of travel sketches entitled "From the Travels of E. St. Vráz", and was published in paperback sequel form by the Bursík and Kohout publishing house in Prague in 1898. The books were published when Vráz was abroad, with the foreword, dated 6 August 1897, being written from Cuba, in Havana. Preparation for publication was undertaken by Vráz's friend, Bohumil Bauše, who also wrote the epilogue and, from material supplied by Vráz, gave the book its illustrations. The author of the photographs in the text is Vráz, while the author of the drawings is not given.
Vráz captured his experiences from his travels in many further successful books, written in a readable style. He produced not only classic travel writing (a good example of his travel writing, both engaging and of a high expert standard, is the book "Across Equatorial America") but his travels also inspired him to write the short stories and tales which in the end came to dominate his work. The first editions of his best-known books came out in the following years: The focus of Vráz's lectures was twofold: the first, we might say in today's language, was ethnographic, with Vráz trying to give an objective description of the way of life in exotic countries, peppered with his own, often amusing, insights. The second focus was on the natural sciences, with descriptions of the flora and fauna of exotic countries and hunting stories.
The fees he received for his lectures were always the dominant source from which Vráz financed his travels.
3 During his first stay in Bohemia Vráz delivered 75 lectures, which brought him just under 5,000 guilders. This, although no small sum, was definitely not enough to pay for the two-year trip on which Vráz planned to visit Borneo and New Guinea. He thus continued to deliver lectures in the United States, among Czech emigrés, where he again caused great interest. Vráz's second lecture period could be said to be even more successful than the first, as can be seen from the reactions in the press of the time. Not only did he broaden the subject-matter to include new knowledge acquired on his further travels, but he expanded his lectures to include the option of "light pictures". The newspapers carried announcements of his lectures, and then afterwards reviewed them and described the wealth of impressions. Vráz's last stay in Bohemia before the outbreak of the First World War was already marked by unfavourable political and economic developments. His lectures, in both large and small towns in Bohemia and Moravia and for Czechs living in Leipzig, Dresden and Vienna, were patriotically-orientated, always leading to the celebration of the Czech nation even though they described life in exotic countries. They thus did not escape the attention of the Austrian police. However, Vráz was forced to return to America above all by his dismal financial situation, since no one in Prague was able to find him work, although there was talk of his administering the natural sciences collection of the National Museum or of administering the Náprstek Museum. None of this came to anything, however, and after celebrating his fiftieth birthday Vráz left in spring 1910 for Chicago. His wife, Vlasta, and their children had returned there six months previously.
Národní Listy, 14 June 1898 From Jičín At the instigation of the Civic Hall and the Walking Club in
Vráz spent the First World War in the United States, engaged above all in political activity. He took part in the Democrat Woodrow Wilson's election campaign, convinced that Wilson, as a supporter of the right of small nations to self-determination, would help to ensure the independence of the Czech nation. He gained the votes of all the Czech emigrés for Wilson, thus deciding his election (Vrázová 1937: 309-311) .
After the creation of the independent Czechoslovakia, Vráz returned to his homeland for good. He did not undertake any further world travel, since his age was making itself felt. His health had worsened as a result of the tropical diseases he had contracted, and he suffered from a heart complaint, diabetes, asthma, liver disease and psychological problems. In 1920 his left arm was amputated. The fees from his travel lectures and articles in the newspapers became his only source of income. The culmination of Vráz's lecture activity was meant to be an extensive work entitled "Orbis pictus", which in popular form would provide readers with an encyclopaedic geographical, natural science and ethnographic picture of the world. He was one of the most competent people to produce such a work. He is described precisely as such by Vlasta Vrázová in her book:
. (Vrázová 1937: 233) .
The only part of these lecture series texts to have been preserved are two books with the same lecture, entitled "How people live and dress, from the lands of eternal ice to the blazing countries of the equator. Accompanied by 103 pictures." They are held in the archive of the Náprstek Museum. 6 The foreword introduces Vráz's project: First allow me to say a few words of explanation, and by way of introduction to touch on a lecture undertaking entitled "Vráz's Orbis Pictus", as well as a description of its objective and of the need for it, which according to today's timetable may be expressed most briefly as follows:… and there follow four pages of description of Vráz's activities. The text also contains notes as to when to project which picture, with a brief description, such as "A family of Eskimos in European dress", "Siamese gods", "How the Japanese sleep", "Ruins of an ancient Mexican temple" etc. (ANpM, Vráz collection, carton. 8, item 1).
However, Vráz spent too much time dissipating his energy on other, smaller tasks, and so he unfortunately never finished his work. The illustrations and the preparation for the work were the slides and negatives from all over the world that Vráz had collected over the years, and which he used in his lectures. They have been in large part preserved by the Náprstek Museum. 6 The second book contains a note on the first page in another hand: "Assembled by Fr. Kheml in 1904 according to various notes from lectures by Vráz and from other written works." This is, however, a mistake, since it is a lecture from Vráz's first lecture series, which he prepared before leaving Bohemia in 1903, as mentioned by Vlasta Vrázová (Vrázová 1937: 233) . In the NpM (carton 8, item 2) there is one more notebook with the lecture "From China and Peking. Pictures from the second journey of E. St. Vráz to Asia", which was created by F. B. Kheml from a stenograph report. This fact appears to have been wrongly transferred to a further lecture. Vráz's collection in the Náprstek Museum consists of almost eight thousand negatives and slides. They were donated to the museum in 1948 by Vráz's daughter Vlasta, before she was expelled from Czechoslovakia following the Communist putsch. The huge collection was added to the acquisitions book en bloc, with an inventory list being created lateralthough, for reasons that are now unknown, it concerned only part of the collection.
It is currently impossible to reconstructVráz's original lecture series of glass slides, or even their number, let alone the order of pictures in the series. Many slides have preserved the number that is written on them, but these numbers have been overwritten, stuck over and crossed out, meaning that they provide no clues.
The series used by Vráz, regardless of origin, were often (at the customer's request) labelled by the manufacturer: Collection E. St. Vráz -Prague-Chicago. Not even this labelling, however, is consistent, since it relates mainly to slides of a younger date. The slides made from photographs that Vráz took himself, where a description has been preserved, are often labelled "photo Vráz". The slides not made from his own photographs are often labelled "property of Vráz".
The information gained from Vráz's lectures had a considerable influence on the outlook of broad swathes of the population of the Czech lands on the life and cultures of nonEuropean areas.
His interpretation of foreign reality understandably reflected Vráz's own opinion, influenced by the period and the culture in which he was brought up. However, he tried in his lectures and books to be objective and precise as far as information was concerned, as can be seen from the selection of pictures for his lectures and travel writing. He tried to be understanding and generous, but also critical. Vráz's own comments in the text, witty and often ironic, are clearly distinguishable, although they cannot be interpreted from the pictorial accompaniment to the lectures. How better to end than with a quotation from one of Vráz's lectures: The end! Whether palace or hut, the splendid raiment of Indian princes or the shabby shirt of a tinker from Slovácko (i. e. Moravian Slovakia), never let us forget that it always hides a person whose inside varies less from kind to kind than do his dwelling places and attire. (ANpM, Vráz collection, carton 8, item 1). 
